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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Neighbourhoods, Community and 
Culture Portfolio.

Safer Communities
The Rochdale Safer Communities Partnership (RSCP) has contributed to the 
funding of a dedicated Greater Manchester LGBT Independent Domestic Abuse 
Advisor through the funding received from the Mayor’s Police and Crime Grant. The 
dedicated LGBT IDVA will work collaboratively with locally commissioned services 
to provide an effective service for residents who are experiencing domestic abuse.

Community Cohesion and Resilience
Through the ‘Community Grant Funding’ provided by Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority, we have been able to award a total of £100,000 to local 
voluntary, community and social enterprises to support the delivery of projects 
which meet local community safety priorities and the priorities of the Greater 
Manchester Police and Crime Plan. All projects will be funded until the end of this 
financial year and aim to keep people safe, reduce harm and offending and 
strengthen communities and places. 

Key events have also taken place bringing people together to celebrate the 
diversity of Rochdale Borough and our strength in partnership. The International 
Day Against Homophobia Biphobia and Transphobia (IDAHOBIT) flag raising event 
attracted greater attendance and participation due to partnership work with 
Hopwood Hall college. The Srebrenica Memorial Day was also well attended by the 
community.

Reducing Crime and ASB
For some residents what should be a time of celebration and family fun at 
Halloween and Bonfire Night is actually a time of misery as they become victims of 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) and criminal damage. This autumn our Community 
Safety Team, and partners from the RSCP, will work closely together, once again, 
in the 'Treacle' campaign to reduce the negative impact of these events upon 
communities.

Uptake in our Alleygating schemes and Home Security surveys continues to 
increase enabling the service to ensure that vulnerable areas and residents are 
strengthened to reduce the risk of burglary and ASB.
The Partnership Enforcement Team (PET Team) continues to work with partners, 
such as Greater Manchester Police, to reduce crime in the borough of Rochdale. 
The recently renewed ‘Serious And Organised Crime Strategy For Greater 
Manchester’ will enable the PET Team, GMP and local partners to work more 
effectively to tackle serious and organised crime in all its forms through the Greater 
Manchester ‘Programme Challenger’ partnership approach. 



Townships
Township Committees and Delegated Sub-Committees
The last round of Township Committees received presentations from the Adult Care 
Service in relation to Easy Hubs and Community Connectors, and information 
about the Playing Pitch Strategy, Thornham St. John’s Neighbourhood Plan, and a 
review of polling districts and polling places. 
Questions raised by members of the public included matters concerning Middleton 
Free School, the Junction 19 housing development, Wardle Football Club and the 
Friends of Heritage Green.

The first round of delegated sub-committees have taken place, schemes and 
projects funded in this cycle include:
Heywood Civic Centre Concourse Lighting; 
Community Safety target hardening initiative;
Reddyshore Brow and Ben Healey parapet painting; 
Outdoor gym equipment at Lower Place and Robinsons Common

Armed Forces 
On 23rd September I attended the dedication service of a special stone in 
Castleton, in memory of the men and women who have lost their lives in major 
conflicts over the last 100 years. The Castleton community came out in their 
numbers to take part in the poignant ceremony on the village green.
Work has been done to restore the gilded lettering and the flags on the Rochdale 
War Memorial, the works have been completed in good time for Remembrance 
Sunday for which preparations are well underway across the Borough.  We will 
remember them.

Business Continuity and Emergency Planning
The Council’s ability to respond to emergency incidents has been improved with the 
addition of staff volunteers who have agreed for their contact details to be made 
available to the Council’s emergency response officers.  Volunteers have received 
training on responding to emergencies, particularly organising and managing rest 
centres.  They will provide the emergency response officers with more resources to 
support communities dealing with temporary arrangements during emergency 
situations particularly if temporary evacuations are required.  

Libraries, Customer Services and Advice
This summer the Library service, in partnership with Link4Life, delivered the Fit, 
Feed & Read initiative. It was offered across 5 branches throughout the summer 
holidays at Smallbridge, Balderstone, Darnhill, Langley and Junction Libraries. The 
aim of the programme was to provide a meal for those children who may not eat 
when not at school during the summer holidays and encourage the take-up of the 
Summer Reading Challenge which was an integral part of the programme. 865 
children took part in this year’s Mischief Makers across all libraries in the Rochdale 
Borough. The annual Summer Reading Challenge enables libraries to support 
parents and carers with their child's reading during the long summer break from 
school.  We increased the number of 5-11 year olds accessing local library services 
and provided for those children in need without attaching any stigma.

Rochdale Literature and Ideas Festival takes place on Monday 15th October – 
22nd October 2018 and is an exciting week of arts for all ages at various venues 



around the Borough. Guests include Helen Pankhurst, Gervaise Phinn, Baroness 
Floella Benjamin OBE, Simon Armitage CBE and Louise Minchin.
The festival is aimed at celebrating and promoting the Maskew Collection of classic 
literature and philosophy at Rochdale Central Library, encouraging people to 
engage with books and ideas.

For the third consecutive year, all 4 and 5-year-olds will receive a free library card 
under the visionary scheme, which this year was launched at Castleton Primary 
School. Children can use their card to borrow books at any of the borough's 17 
libraries. The pioneering policy encourages reading, raises standards and promotes 
our popular library service, with many free activities on offer for families, such as 
Code Clubs, Lego Clubs and story and craft events.

In further good news, we are also offering every Year 1 class a visit to their local 
library, with the opportunity to browse and borrow books.

Customer Service staff are now trained to assist with Universal Credit Claims and 
have been assisting customers throughout the Summer.

Events
During the period July to September we had applications for 30 outdoor events 
within the borough.  Summer fun days, charity walks and runs and competitive 
sporting events made up the majority of the applications.  

The FeelGood Festival 2018 on Saturday 18th August, once again brought a large 
number of residents of the borough and visitors into the town centre to the popular 
event. Alongside the live music element of the event, which saw Feeder headlining 
supported by Cast in addition to an excellent line up of musicians from 1pm visitors 
to the Festival were able to take part in many activities in the newly established 
Family Zone which was supported by our partners, Link4Life.

Overall numbers of visitors were quoted as 14,000 throughout the day with a peak 
number of 9,000 people enjoying the headline bands later in the evening.

Voluntary Sector
The tender for the voluntary sector infrastructure service (previously delivered by 
CVS) went live on the procurement portal ‘The Chest’ on 19th September. The 
opportunity will be open for 30 days before closing and applications will be 
assessed for suitability. A well rounded procurement panel has been established 
and will also include some active citizens’ involvement in the process to help assist 
with the final decision. It is anticipated that the new contract will be awarded 
towards the end of November with a contract commencement date to be negotiated 
with the successful applicant. The specification for this service has been fully 
refreshed utilising input from the public and stakeholders following public 
consultation. It is an exciting opportunity and will significantly strengthen the 
support we have in the Borough for the voluntary and community sector (VCS).

In relation to the above, the process and priorities for what was the previously 
known as the CCG’s Social Investment Fund has been reviewed and refreshed. 
The Prevention and Access Partnership Board has approved the revised approach 
which means the grant pot will now be known as the Connecting You: Development 
Fund, bringing it in line with the wider integrated prevention model that is being 



developed. Major changes include having significantly more targeted themes for 
which funding will be allocated to as well as opening the funding pot twice a year 
instead of once annually. The details of how the application process will work are 
still being worked upon but once completed it is planned that communication will go 
out to the VCS sector about these changes in the next month or so.

Link4Life Update June 2018
Strategic Update
RBC has appointed a Project Manager to manage the revision of the current 
partnership framework between RBC and Link4Life.  The overriding goal is to 
provide a commissioned focused and outcomes based agreement as well as 
providing an updated operating framework for the successful delivery of the 
services Link4Life provide. The revised partnership framework will evidence more 
effectively how Link4Life contribute to the shared outcomes and goals of the 
borough.

Sport and Leisure
The operators of Leisure services across Greater Manchester have worked in 
partnership to deliver a new enhanced service to their fitness members. The GM 
Active group has launched a reciprocal membership which will allow Link4Life 
fitness members access to the gyms and swimming pools of other GM operators. 
This provides a significant enhancement to the membership package for all GM 
Active members. 

Link4Life’s enhanced offer at Hollingworth Lake, now including mini electric boats, 
pedalos and stand up paddle boards, coupled with an exceptional summer, 
weather wise, has seen a huge increase in participants accessing the lake. 
Unfortunately the hot weather has resulted in the water levels dropping which has 
delayed the official first public voyage of Lady Katherine - the new passenger boat 
which Link4Life have purchased to replace Lady Alice. Link4Life hope to launch the 
new boat very soon, when water levels return to normal.

Link4Life Sports Coaches delivered a number of new sessions to schools 
throughout the summer term to coincide with all the Health, PE, and Diversity 
weeks taking place in schools. These included Greenbank Primary (new school), 
Norden Primary, Smithy Bridge Primary, and Bowlee Park Primary. Activities 
showcased the Link4Life offer and included Kabaddi, Balanceability, yoginis, 
playmakers, fitness testing, and Boccia. In total throughout the 2017/18 academic 
year the PE and School Sports programme reached 34 schools.

Culture
Dippy on Tour - Two posts, one leading on community development (employed by 
Link4Life) and another leading education development (employed by RBC) have 
been appointed and are now working on the project.  Exhibition design consultants 
have been appointed and are working with the Touchstones museum team to 
develop the exhibition at Touchstones and also to develop concepts for display and 
interpretation at Number One Riverside. The above activities are funded through 
the HLF development phase bid secured by Link4Life in April 2018. A stage 2 bid is 
in development to fund a delivery phase through to Dippy’s arrival in 2020. This will 
be submitted by Link4Life in February 2019.

FeelGood Festival - Link4Life successfully produced the Family Zone at the 



FeelGood Festival this was a new fun and interactive area for youngsters and their 
families. An area outside the Rochdale Town Hall was transformed into Festival 
Square and included; Link4Life inflatable assault course, Link4Life balanceability 
and shore track,  Link4Life Tennis , Link4Life Creativity tent, The Reality Arcade  
with live theatre, Urban Astronaut, Flying Dodos, Strictly Cycling, Skylight Circus 
and Cartwheel Arts. The much expanded programme was funded by a mix of Arts 
Council grant obtained by Link4Life (£15k) and a £4k contribution from Link4Life 
through our social investment fund alongside a £4k contribution from RBC. 

Link4Life are now more fully integrated into the Events planning cycle at RBC and 
have been invited to become more involved in other events such as the Marathon, 
Christmas Lights etc. 

Health Interventions
Active Ageing funding has been confirmed and a new programme of Fit4Life 
commenced on the 1st July with a focus on engaging inactive Carers. The summer 
programme included the promotion of swimming, walks at Hollingworth Lake 
Country Park, walking netball and a Fun Dance. Over 70 Carers were engaged.

The young people at #Thrive have taken part in a wide variety of Link4Life activities 
over the summer holidays. In July and August young people and their families have 
taken part in activities at Hollingworth Lake Country and HOLWAC. The activities 
include pond dipping, den building, power boats, kayaking, rowing boats with 
groups of 25 children and their families. A number of the young people who 
attended had low self-esteem and confidence and find it difficult to engage well with 
others and the sessions have enabled them to do this.

Accessible Sport - Due to high demand we have added another hour on to the 
accessible active recreation sessions hosted at Heywood Sports Village. The 
session offers rebound bound trampoline which is very popular with wheelchair 
users. This has been received really well by the participants.

Adult Programmes - A new Fit4Life project was launched aimed at Over 55s 
funded by Greater Sport/Sport England pilot: Walking sessions were held at 
Hollingworth Lake Visitors Centre (50 people – a mixture of Mindfulness, Easy and 
Moderate walks), Walking Netball was held at Heywood Sports Village (14 per 
session), and a Fun Dance session at Heywood Civic Centre (17 per session). A 
Festival of Ageing Event on 13 July was held at Heywood Civic Centre were 200 
people attended the Cheatles Event in partnership with Circle.

Councillor Janet Emsley

Portfolio Holder for Neighbourhoods, Community and Culture

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Neighbourhoods, 
Community and Culture Portfolio.


